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______________________________________________________________

REGISTRATION OF AUDIOMETRISTS

In terms of the Occupational Health and Safety Act No 85 of 1993 - Noise Induced Hearing Loss Regulations promulgated on 7 March 2003, all audiometrists performing audiometric screening for the occupational setting must be registered with the South African Society of Occupational Health Nursing Practitioners (SASOHN). This letter serves to inform you, the audiometrist, of the process necessary to complete your registration process as approved by the Department of Labour during negotiations.

There are three categories of registration i.e. audiometrists previously registered with the Department of Labour (DOL) and those who are not yet registered, as well as the non-practicing audiometrist. A recent legislation change affecting audiometry is the introduction of COID Act Instruction 171. All audiometrists who have completed audiometry training prior to 16 November 2001 will be required to attend a workshop on Instruction 171 to ensure they are up to date with current legislation. Those who completed audiometry training after this date will not have to attend an update workshop, as this instruction should have been covered in your course. A nominal fee will be charged as part of the registration process. All registrations will be valid for two years based on a cyclic rotation i.e. from July 2003 to June 2005 for those who register before July 2003 and then from July 2004 to June 2006 for those who register next year, and so on. The fee has been set at R100.00 for 2003.  

Audiometrists applying for registration are required to submit documentation relevant to their category of registration. These are:

CATEGORY 1

AUDIOMETRISTS WHO HAVE DOL ACCREDITATION
· Completed registration form 

· Payment of R100.00 registration fee or proof of payment of same.

· Certified proof of identification

· Certified copy of certificate of accreditation from the DOL

· Certified copies of audiometry training certificate, and 

· Certified copy of attendance at a workshop on Instruction 171. 

CATEGORY 2

AUDIOMETRISTS WHO DO NOT HAVE DOL ACCREDITATION
· Completed registration form 

· Payment of R100.00 registration fee or proof of payment of same.

· Certified proof of identification

· Certified copy of audiometry training certificate and where applicable a certified copy of a certificate of attendance at a C.O.I.D Act Instruction 171 update workshop.

In all cases:

· SASOHN will verify the audiometry qualifications with the relevant training bodies. Where an audiometrist supplies a copy of the DOL accreditation the qualifications will be recorded but not verified.

· A certificate of receipt will be forwarded to the successful applicant.

· Registration will be valid for two years and is renewable two-yearly. Failure to renew registration fees will result in the audiometrist being classified as non-practising. These members will not be sent any communication.

CATEGORY 3

NON PRACTICING AUDIOMETRISTS

Non-practicing audiometrists who wish to register their qualifications with SASOHN will be required to complete the initial registration process, which will include the payment of the registering fee. The audiometrist will then be issued with a unique number and will be listed as a non-practising audiometrist. The annual registration fee will then only be payable again when the audiometrist requests reactivation of their status. 
As part of the registration function SASOHN has undertaken to keep all practicing audiometrists abreast of changes that may impact on their practice. SASOHN has also undertaken to provide the Department of Labour with a quarterly list of registered audiometrists. 

All current audiometrist registrations should be completed by 17 March 2004, as a twelve-month period will be allow for the processing of all registrations.  

Should you have any queries or concerns with regard to the registration process i.e. unsure of the category into which you fall, do not hesitate to contact Linda Stokes at the National Office who will address your concerns. 

Yours sincerely
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KAREN MICHELL

SASOHN PRESIDENT
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Audiometry Registrar


SASOHN National Office
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SUNWARD PARK
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Tel: 011 892 3174


Fax: 011 892 5355


Email:


sasohnoffice@mweb.co.za
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