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Global Health Strategies brings to you the latest edition of the Tracking-TB newsletter for
January 2022. This newsletter is a collection of some of the most popular and relevant news
stories on TB published in the last two fortnights. We also bring to you survivor voices, their
fight against TB and their commitment to the community in raising awareness about the
disease.
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Planning and budgeting tool for TB and We can’t afford to neglect TB care
drug-resistant TB testing The Indian Express | January 10th, 2022

WHO | January 20th, 2022
While the Covid-19 pandemic has wreaked

The Global Laboratory Initiative (GLI), with havoc on lives and health systems across
its secretariat at the World Health Organiza- the world, it has also forced governments
tion (WHO) Global TB Programme, is globally to become more cognisant of the
pleased to release a Planning and Budgeting public health blueprints of their countries.
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Meet the Survivor

Smriti, 23, Nursing Student, Patna

Smriti, a 1st-year B. Sc Nursing student was diagnosed with TB when she was just 16 years old. Her rela-
tives and friends were unusually distant during the treatment, she recalls an incident where her relatives
pressurized her parents to stop wasting their money on her treatment, as they felt she wouldn't be able to
survive. But today, TB has given Smriti a new identity, a new platform to express herself. It is also the
reason why she chose to pursue a degree in nursing. She feels that as a nurse she can support people
through their difficult times.
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International News

Planning and budgeting tool for TB and drug-resistant TB testing
WHO | January 20th, 2022

The Global Laboratory Initiative (GLI), with its secretariat at the World Health Organization
(WHO) Global TB Programme, is pleased to release a Planning and Budgeting Tool for TB and
Drug Resistant TB Testing for calculation of quantities and costs of diagnostic products and la-
boratory supplies. The tool references product numbers and prices in the Stop TB Partnership
Global Drug Facility (GDF) Diagnostics, Medical Devices, and other Health Products Catalog.

Covid-19’s Devastating Effect on Tuberculosis Care — A Path to Recovery
The New England Journal of Medicine | January 5, 2022

The Covid-19 pandemic has had devastating effects on every aspect of global health, but tubercu-
losis services have been disproportionately affected.1 According to the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) Global Tuberculosis Report 2021, case notifications have plummeted because of
pandemic-related disruptions in services.2 For the first time in more than a decade, tuberculosis
mortality has increased.

Use of alternative interferon-gamma release assays for the diagnosis of TB infection:
WHO policy statement
WHO | January 28t 2022

Following review of evidence and advice from the Technical Advisory Group (TAG) on Tubercu-
losis (TB) Diagnostics and Laboratory Strengthening, the World Health Organization (WHO) an-
nounces that current WHO recommendations for the use of interferon-gamma release assays
(IGRA) are also valid for Beijing Wantai’s TB-IGRA and Qiagen QuantiFERON-TB Gold Plus
products. This expands the range of tests available to detect TB infection. Full details are provid-
ed in this WHO policy statement.

Tuberculosis vaccine could assist future COVID-19 vaccine development
Eureka Alert | January 13th, 2022

Despite unprecedented efforts to develop COVID-19 vaccines in record time amid the global pan-
demic, SARS-CoV-2 continues to spread rapidly with the emergence of new variants, such as del-
ta and omicron, making the development of new therapeutic strategies critically important.

Related Articles:

New vaccine may provide better treatment for tuberculosis MedicalXpress | January
28th, 2022
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Integrating tuberculosis and noncommunicable diseases care in low- and middle-income
countries (LMICs): A systematic review
Plos Medicine | January 18th, 2022

Low- and middle-income countries (LMICs) are facing a combined affliction from both tuberculosis
(TB) and non-communicable diseases (NCDs), which threatens population health and further
strains the already stressed health systems. Integrating services for TB and NCDs is advantageous in
tackling this joint burden of diseases effectively.

Detecting tuberculosis outside the lungs
Advanced Science News | January 27th, 2022

According to the WHO, a total of 1.5 million people died from tuberculosis (TB) in 2020. It is second
only to COVID-19 as a leading cause of death as a result of an infectious disease, with over 95% of
cases and deaths occurring in developing countries.

Germany team to develop fast fluorescence test for tuberculosis
Optics| Jan 24t 2022

A new rapid fluorescence-based detection system for tuberculosis (TB) is under investigation in Ger-
many, thanks to a €5.1 million, three-year project part-funded under the Photonik Forschung
Deutschland program.

Culture-based screening in US-bound individuals reduced multidrug-resistant TB inci-
dence
Healio | January 12th, 2022

“Approximately two-thirds of new cases of TB and 85% of new cases of [multidrug-resistant TB] in
the United States are among non-U.S.-born persons,” Yecai Liu, from the division of global migra-
tion and quarantine at the CDC, told Healio. “Yet, the epidemiology of [multidrug-resistant TB] in
US-bound immigrants and refugees has not been thoroughly studied by using national datasets.”

Underfunded And Deadly Tuberculosis Needs Its Own Bill Gates — Global Issues
Swift Headline | January 7th, 2022

Global efforts to end tuberculosis (TB) are futile without dedicated investment in research into the
debilitating disease that is killing 4000 people a day, Stop TB Partnership warns.

“TB is a disease that is not a darling of donors and investors,” Lucica Ditiu, the Executive Director of
the Stop TB Partnership, told IPS in an interview from Geneva.
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Pandemic-caused treatment delays led to more TB deaths
Korea Biomedical Review | January 12th, 2022

Covid-19 was associated with delays in tuberculosis (TB) treatment because the pandemic made it
difficult for TB patients to visit medical institutions, a Korean study showed. Korea has the highest
TB incidence and mortality rates among OECD members.

Govt forms body to fight TB
The Tribune | January 15th, 2022

According to a notification issued by the Ministry of Health on Friday, the formation of the body
was approved by Special Assistant to Prime Minister on Health Dr Faisal Sultan.

The advisory group includes health professionals from government and private hospitals as well as
universities across the country.

Related Articles:

‘Pakistan ranked fifth among TB high-burden countries’ The Dawn | January 17th, 2022
Programme speeds up efforts to achieve TB-eradication targets The Dawn | January 31st, 2022

Drug resistant tuberculosis in Afghanistan: We must continue to put people at the centre
of treatment
The BMJ | January 10th, 2022

On my last visit to MSF’s tuberculosis (TB) hospital in Kandahar, Afghanistan, I watched as a young
girl writhed in agony, her short life being snuffed out by TB-meningitis. She had arrived at an ad-
vanced stage and there was little we could do, other than make her last moments more comfortable

Why has the incidence of tuberculosis not reduced in L.ondon during the COVID-19

pandemic?
The Lancet | January 12th, 2022

The rate of tuberculosis in London, UK, has not reduced during the COVID-19 pandemic. This
might be surprising given that tuberculosis is airborne, and suggests important lessons about the
transmission and treatment of the disease.

$30 Million Awarded to Enhance Tuberculosis Treatments

Precision Vaccinations | January 22nd, 2022

The New York-based TB Alliance announced on January 20, 2022, that it had received funding up
to $30 million over five years from the United States Agency for International Development to
jumpstart the search for new tuberculosis (TB) treatments and optimize existing ones. The very old
BCG vaccine continues to be deployed by most countries to help prevent TB.
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India News: English

We can’t afford to neglect TB care
The Indian Express | January 10th, 2022

While the Covid-19 pandemic has wreaked havoc on lives and health systems across the world, it
has also forced governments globally to become more cognisant of the public health blueprints of
their countries. In her budget speech for 2021-2022, Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman an-
nounced the government’s policy to bolster support for holistic health and well-being.

TB now officially a Covid comorbidity, disease compromises lungs that virus also targets
The Print | January 18th, 2022

The central government’s latest guidelines for clinical management of Covid-19 cases lists tubercu-
losis (TB) as one of the diseases that can put patients at “high risk” of severe infection with the
SARS-CoV-2 virus. Ailments like hypertension, diabetes and others that can compromise immunity

Avoid steroids, get tested for TB if cough persists, says Centre in new Covid guidelines
The Indian Express | January 18th, 2022

Doctors treating patients with coronavirus disease (Covid-19) should avoid prescribing steroids and
get them tested for tuberculosis if severe cough persists, the Union Ministry of Health and Family
Welfare has said in its updated set of guidelines.

According to the revised clinical guidelines for the management of adult Covid-19 patients issued by
the health ministry on Monday, the use of steroids increases the risk of secondary infections, such
as black fungus, and must thus, be avoided.

Related News:

Covid-19 fresh guidelines: Take TB test if cough persists Onelndia News | January 19th, 2022

Now, TB test recommended for COVID-19 patients in case of persisting cough Down To Earth |
January 19th, 2022

Test for TB after COVID-19 if cough persists, says Centre The Hindu | January 18, 2022

Is it Covid-19 or tuberculosis? How to differentiate between the symptoms
Hindustan Times | January 231, 2022

Do you have persistent cough for more than two-three weeks even after your Covid recovery? As per
the latest advisory by Union Health Ministry, people who suffer from prolonged cough post con-
tracting the virus must get tested for tuberculosis. The Union Health Ministry has advised the Covid
-19 patients to undergo tests for tuberculosis and other conditions if cough persists for more than
two-three weeks.
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Tuberculosis and cancer have higher mortality rates than Omicron. But, why do we fear
the virus more?

Economic Times| Jan 24th, 2022

Risk assessment experts claim that we are passing through a phase called ‘the boring apocalypse’ —
the droning of endless news cycles with tidings of Covid-related deaths, the unsaid goodbyes to the

Amitabh Shah's initiative for TB Free Uttar Pradesh
Business Standard | January 31, 2022

Hon. Governor of Uttar Pradesh Smt. Anandiben Patel adopted children with pediatric tuberculosis
in Kashi at National TB Control Program recently, supported by Ek Soch Foundation and Yuva Un-
stoppable. Her vision of engaging kids with pediatric tuberculosis by giving them wholesome packs
is aligned with Hon. PM Shri Narendra Modi’s overarching goal of achieving TB-Free India by
2025.

Of 11 lakh IL1, SARI patients screened last year, over 7,000 diagnosed with tuberculosis
Indian Express| Jan 26th, 2022

As many as 10.89 lakh persons with influenza-like illness (ILI) and severe acute respiratory infec-
tion (SARI) were screened for tuberculosis last year of which state health authorities were able to
diagnose 7,365 new TB cases. Mumbai, Pune, Pimpri-Chinchwad, Ahmednagar and Sangli reported
the highest number of TB cases that were diagnosed from among this group with ILI/SARI.

BMC, US CDC partnership serves as global model in fight against TB
The Times of India | January 2314, 2022

With so much focus on Covid-19, Mumbai also recently witnessed an increase in tuberculosis (TB),
reminiscent of a rise in the disease in my hometown of New York City during the 1980s. The good
news is that, thanks to the long-established US-India health partnership and lessons learned from
the New York City cases, Mumbai is becoming a global model for how large metropolitan cities ad-
dress TB.

BMC to start compulsory screening of relatives of pulmonary TB patients
The Indian Express | January 1st, 2022

FOR THE early detection of latent tuberculosis infection (LTBI) among households in Mumbai, the
Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) is for the first time initiating compulsory screening of
family members of active pulmonary tuberculosis (TB) patients from January 1, 2022. This could be
a game changer by reducing the TB burden by half in the city.
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Only 462 infected: TB patients prove predictions wrong, largely succeed in escaping

Covid
The Indian Express | January 6th, 2022

At the start of the Covid-19 pandemic in 2020, several experts had predicted that the infection

could be particularly hard on tuberculosis (TB) patients who already have compromised lungs.
However, TB patients in Mumbai largely escaped being co-infected with Covid-19, according to
BMC data.

TB detection in Mumbai improves in 2021 after pandemic-induced setback in 2020
The Indian Express | January 20th, 2022

Bouncing back from the disruption the first year of the Covid-19 pandemic caused to Tuberculosis
detection in the city, the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation (BMC) succeeded in detecting
58,642 cases of the infectious disease in 2021, matching its pre-pandemic target and recording a 34
per cent increase over 2020.

More women than men had TB amid pandemic in Mumbai
The Indian Express | January 3oth, 2022

Tuberculosis (TB) has taken a toll on women amid the Covid-19 pandemic in Mumbai. Data from
BMC shows that compared to pre-pandemic times, more women are contracting tuberculosis than
men at present. While the TB infection rate among women increased by 12 per cent between 2020
and 2021, the infection rate among men dropped by 7 per cent.

Nutritional support disbursed to fake TB patients in Karnal
Hindustan | January 7th, 2022

A racket involving disbursement of monthly financial assistance of lakhs by creating fake IDs of tu-
berculosis (TB) patients has come to fore in Karnal district. Following a complaint by the district TB
officer, police have registered a first information report (FIR) under Sections 120B, 409 and 420 of
the IPC against unknown persons.
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&1 T ¥ Uik feer ot foma <1 te1 sinreen

Hindustan | January 5%, 2022

3THT HEIcdd oh qad e [T STTSeh1i-eh Tel 3T Sieh WHT T&T &l 9% 2025 Tk Q3T i il
(&7 M) | Tk L o TAQ forf¥= wTearsli & QT ol STk fohaT 1T e 2

HiHS! AT H TR € STd1 shd g¢ HIUASAT 1. Tei=5 e e T i SHadt § AR 3w
TAT & TR AT et T T 2l

Related News :

JATATE o 3TUT HETeHd o d&d HATIT AT T@T " ATgehi{-Ieh dieh AT g Patrika | January 8%, 2022

FETS W AT SRl TRt ATRTT sk TeRaIT TRIT IREeR: CM O STl ShIIAT Ta® SATET WaiATeh, Sieal &F ATl & el At
&=l Dainik Bhaskar | January 8", 2022

&1 AT O TS o T N ekt shidl SIReeh Hindustan | January 7%, 2022

&1 TNT o Ufd &M okt fehdT STReeh  Hindustan | January 7%, 2022

ST &1 T SHAT hTIhH oh d8d ST Shi {ehaT SIT&eh Tarunmitr | January 9%, 2022

HUNT G T H ToraT SufafA TRt st &= T o6 9fd SIeeh

Jagran | January 5", 2022

T TS SATAHE H 7537 TS S Helcdd HHTE 9 SHa deh 1T ST 38T 2l 36 sk o
AT SN S o foTT &7 T qiiereh 3Tt 0T, ToTeery fRrereh ittt Tt 2ht & Sarerret
& ot farfir= demra B2 o STt ST SUSTeT died o1 U S Tes shl 7597 SATSTE ST

TRIcHd FHIAsh o SUAET H STTEeh Sh{l]

&I IR hT USRT0T TET g1 UX R hidaTs
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USRI & T I hTshH o ded |t R (St 3 Sepil STeaaret) ST didet T ISiiehor T
AT 81 a9 2019 ¥ 31 fawar 2021 7o =it fafohedent & It &2 URTAT 31 GSTeRTOT Sl & fTq
Teh EEAT 19 o Tl oY, SAfer 31e Siue | =it Fafercaant, Afesal TR I od &t &1 TR

TstierRter st ST & &1 fvrt g
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& LT <At AT garen st Aa s aret WSt okt UfaATe ot 500 T

Dainik Bhaskar | January 18", 2022

e fefehcd Uel Tameed STferehrdt <. STl shied +f sIdra foh & U o w{ist ST i &9 & e T
hl GSATST ST o L @ & I8 I shl TINUT HATER FISHT & ded Ycdeh Siat TSt shl Tfd|TE 500
U hl TR 7T o sioh @id H 6 HTE ok STHT HUS ST &I 2

Nikshay Poshan Yojana 2022 Registration / Enrollment Form for TB Patients
Saral Nama | January 15", 2022

&7 TYT AT Shg, TRERR Sl Uk 78 AT 2l &1 T (el & difea U o forw) 39 qiwor
AR AISHT o dad et UM o foTg Srciep wArreff shi &, Squl Su=rr s1ae o R 500 Wit #rel
AT 37 ST Hohd © e G907 ASHT 2022 USHh0T / ATHTR SaTEey shel 9T ST & 3 IATST shl HilT
F IR 2

e ® 2596 &1 QT < @Td | 99 MU 60.13 AT T9X
Jagran | January 6", 2022

USRI &7 3T HRISHH oh ded o1 hl N 2025 qeh &7 TN | Heh i o T HLeh TR S
T TE B TR &1 RRIT 1 STt I STaR ST 0 T 8, Te! IToh Aoy b1 +ff & 1@ & 2
St & 3781 o 2596 VT & @rd § i<t (Sree affthare ZE®R) & qTeaq W 9907 TR o

AT H T AT Bl TS ekl AT ATER ITTsT il I TRl

Jagran | January 6", 2022

JTHAT T35 HIET ¥ ST T 2025 qh &7 AT THTH L hl TISHT IR 3hl 2| 3ok ToTT TSt & T
ST FTRASHH TATAT ST T8T 2| 380k ATl fSret o e & UTRAT b IRIE e STHEL S A
3Toh! TEY A T AT T fehT T @ Tl 37 TIveh STTER <oht T TofaT SIT TaT 21 §eew
T 92 e &7 VIR 3 foTT 3787 aeT anferd &1 W& 2
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T TS EIaT ohg Shi TATIAT 1935 B I ST Elalt ETdTet o dR U< ehi T8 off
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TR [T g Hetlerd Ue faett # foreret aite | féord TS aI1e] bohel U & T ST shi JMEATd
o SiTST U= o TSIk 3 ToTd SRt 71 o feTT 1935 H 9ol &9 § Teh st SFEAaret o I a2 2ht

At ATEATS T2 THT T IT=R | (At |ve : e
Hindustan | January 12, 2022

HTSIET 6 A Halcdd HTSh{-eh dlh AT oo o JHTid St H &9 W o i SITEehal ST
AT ST &7 =1 T &7 Tt AfRyehrt <t f3rer <Ior 3 SIqr foh &7 T oAt SATST E97e & 99 W&o 36T
AT B T 399 T3=ITd TS ST Gkl 21 371+ JdTT foh 98 T 3 S § 9 SHaR doh TTSehif-Ioh oieh

2t AR ST AT 4T AR 09, I {0 @1 A
Jagran | January 2", 2022

2Teft TR 3T 3T SR AT S BRI o TG 31 AT &7 T oz, elt (e AT SerT S g e
STHT 7€ T8l 372 & SR B o1 & AieTed T e Tt 2l 98 6el §aT1 @ foh Sieft 3Ty aeft v’ o
ST 39 U9 TS o SATST S ST o @1 gt amer firer amefl aeenrt Teert & o g ot SRy
Suetsy B) st VT oAl Mie o o foTw oft o ot 3t foham 2

eh T ShTeT W YT o WIT T8 AT, Sl W ¢ T ohi SEAT - ST T T Aea =T

Doon Horizon | January 3", 2022

USRI &2 T A hTHshH o SFTid SATSITET o ST Helchd STEehT(eh 1 AT ool o JaTid Th
HITSAT STl SHTHRITAT 3T SRS Hed ferfehcdn TR HHTTR o SR ! fora e 56 SR
wIS(e ST &1 T AR S GHfiet Ao A el foh ST deh SHATH forelt +ft o | gt et

AT &, I8 I 0 8] & el 2l
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15 TN <Rl SHTR ST TehdT 8 Ueh Sle Tshivd

Hindustan | January 11%, 2022

SR Y ST 1 |t H &R T T ST HEAT 2] & T (SYsit) oh JEATAT &0 2Rl FSTETST 7 ]
R T U ST 7 &1 S Fere=i 7 Wl ST ot Ues st 78T 15 AT bl Sshibd sht GehdT 2l

T H STTavae @ o e e & eft iiet ot Siier a1 311X T 3% &t S ga ofter § o T e
e

Related News:

TREY: ATFETHT T W AT A Ueh St THST e Tkl & 15 ST ki Tk, 37al TSR AT 8T ATReek Amar Ujala |
January 11", 2022

Tt ST & USRS ohil ShHUT § F<19 shi "SIST
Dainik Jagran| Jan 25" 2022

3T HLIST o TSI 3l 21sft & ST shl Iaet ohi TS 81 TIST o HER o Tedish 9ae ol Sief THshuor
ST 2T SATH Y foheft 71T 21 7St o ITa o Gft Sel shi sT=ird ohl gaiT &t STTaHt| qiersH
! Ig 29T, BE HIE deh WHT 31T s=el o 3T 9T i 379 T 21| Siiees o foram smaem)
TorvaeT = g feoraeor shm +ff 31 o feam 2

Related News:

et BTl o TSI ahi & ATUTT TRAAT ShY SIS Jagran | January 28™, 2022
2t AT oh TUeh | 371U @RI kT el Siafed 9T SEITT I : 1. THT Punjab Kesari | January 29", 2022

ToRyTRT o SameT TRyt § uen={t e, 31eaaa | Teren

Amar Ujala| Jan 26", 2022

e yeeT § & QT foremal @ Samet forenfaat o aram 1w 21 for Tameey wirad, wareey faymT 31t
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RIS T | AET g & AR hl Tl 3R IUAR

Hindustan | January 12*, 2022

JTSITET o STA HaelcHd STTEehT dieh 3ATh vl o ded & URTAT Rl et eI AT 3hl STTEe 3T
@1 R 39 foTu sniforgentar | forelt oft aig @ |0 ol shis WETHT 2t 219 &) STt A9 gt oF forg oft
AR S @RI hifaeshicl § GOST bl Jgat TG 8 81 Toh 3Heh! Aokt STelT &7 T 31ferehr) 4

&1 TR Rt SRIAT o Tfer foram ST @1 Jrreen

Hindustan | January 20", 2022

ST T ScTereh &HdT Tt sl ShRIFT STed 319 fiRed § of o 21 g6fere Aeft (&) wilisii &
HRHUT ShT WAL 37 HOSTT O STRIeh SIdT 21 ST § ShITHT GshH0T it & el 1@ 2, T8 | geft <t

&1 TRT TAH0T ht STHUS Rl STsaet TATT
Hindustan | January 21*, 2022

TSSE & & &7 AT bl FEATSTT T TRt YA ohi &3 LT TerT <Y Sty Hifem g8 aefetel Soo
T S &7 T SRk S, | T A Wi Yt S &7 W7 UeheATd ohl ekt fawr off fau) 16 Siuat

&1 TIT oh T AT ohT Hhed of JAT: T, TWehIT
Hindustan | January 6", 2022

(ST STHaTSH T o [HazT Taf Fherafe ST Ta. | o wvered § Tsgiar da A1SHT1 fofer o
TSR &7 I HRISHH SIS ST o €h deallel H T[eATsl Soft disft shretst feeieqt H e
feai=r &1 T SIRsehaT SR ST SAISH foram Trm|

Related News:
et ST | BTH-BTTU < 379471 @8aRT Hindustan | January 10%, 2022
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AISheT el ffcédlc. HIT & gt et <hY STir

Hindustan | January 14", 2022

TSTeh HiSHhel hicist o Yo BT TcTel STEdret o HIgeIsIc TSI [T H ShiIHT S 0T shi i<l oh

Wﬁﬁ%ﬂﬁ@%ﬁmmm(ﬁ)ﬁ%ﬁmﬁﬁl ST 1T Hfgehat ehietsT & JEH

10-15 fa oe fEi ereuaTer § ot 31 it et aiisit <ht s, o+l argae v |
800 TUT T HIATHT US T
Dainik Bhaskar | January 17", 2022

ITET o TSToh T TSTeAT AT H 37T SYsit &3 T oh AT ohl 79T ST FUTe o forw ues feg &t
AT 21 ohiAT US| TASARTSITH shl 3T &S o USTohIT STt o 1T 35 AT shivd ohl st

-G UETIeht 21H ShiTll a8
Amar Ujala| Jan 24", 2022

SIS H SHIUHT HhHUT ohl Ushe 3T ek & dfed T ol fifgd i o fofT SHar & ued qifera
SATRIT 2T T T T ST ST fohaft T B S S-SR SRt 19 el shivfl| Tarees forsfmt =61

G | Y&t st el I 0T Ugat vl
Amar Ujala| Jan 25", 2022

ST o Gl AT 31§ § 3T | Zelt fier o1 vuaa o et 3 e 21 7t et o &1 0
AEe ol T8 aTelT 81 STeiiTg H s 718 St 5 qfE g5 e & T STfrenrt <. ot Fam 3t 3
ST foh Ugett oI 7@ H 2ief) sh1 5ST 9o ST 2] 54T 38T 3 Ush Higedl 1 50 aN1g S 2,
SHR] TR SHThT TTHITAT STl ST 81 ST & oL foam TR &)
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